
St Francis School NewsleƩer, Friday 27th February, 2026 

NgāÊmihiÊnuiÊkiÊaÊkoutouÊkatoa,ÊTalofaÊlava,ÊMālōÊeÊlelei,ÊNamaste,ÊKumusta,ÊBulaÊvinaka,ÊandÊwarmÊ
greeƟngsÊtoÊyouÊall. 

It has been a wonderful start to the term here at our kura. Classrooms are seƩled, rouƟnes are            
established, and our tamariki have embraced their learning with enthusiasm and focus. There is a calm 
sense of purpose across the school, and it has been heartening to see students showing commitment to 
their work and pride in their progress. 

A very special congratulaƟons to Whaea Maria and our talented students who performed at the Hearts in 
Harmony event. What a truly lovely evening it was — a celebraƟon of our students’ giŌs, passions, and 
confidence. Events like these remind us of the richness of talent within our community and the joy that 
comes from sharing it together. We are incredibly proud of all who took part. 

Thank you to the many whānau members who joined us for our Leaders Mass and our Ash Wednesday 
Mass. Your presence always adds an extra layer of warmth and community spirit to our liturgical        
celebraƟons. Gathering together in faith strengthens our sense of belonging and reminds our tamariki 
that home, school, and parish walk together in partnership. 

We are also pleased to welcome THRIVE into our kura this term. THRIVE will be working alongside our 
tamariki to help build resilience, emoƟonal awareness, and posiƟve social skills. This is a valuable        
addiƟon to the support we provide, and we look forward to seeing the benefits for our students.      
Alongside this, we warmly welcome Lisa BarneƩ to our school. Lisa will be supporƟng our Learning    
Support Team, helping to ensure that all learners are well supported and able to thrive in their learning 
environment. 

A sincere thank you to the parents and caregivers who have volunteered their Ɵme to assist with     
swimming sessions. Your support makes these opportuniƟes possible and ensures our students can   
parƟcipate safely and confidently. Looking ahead, our Big Hockey Day Out and Rippa Rugby events are 
coming up soon. We will again be calling on volunteers to help where possible — your involvement truly 
enriches these experiences for our tamariki. 

Finally, thank you to our students for showing up each day ready to learn, to grow, and to contribute 
posiƟvely to our school community. Your effort, aƫtude, and willingness to work hard do not go        
unnoƟced. We are proud of the way you are beginning the term. 

As always, thank you for your conƟnued partnership and support. Together, we are building a strong, 
faith-filled, and vibrant learning community. 

Ngā manaakitanga, ChrisƟan Ioka, Principal 

Some photos from this last fortnight…... 

ImportantÊupcomingÊeventsÊandÊnoƟces: 
 

4 Mar    ImmunisaƟons for Year 7/8 
4 Mar    BOT MeeƟng 6pm 
9 Mar    Hearing & Vision Checks 10am 
11 Mar   Hockey Big Day Out whole school 
13 Mar   Swimming Sports whole school 
20 Mar   Thames Valley Swimming Sports 
25 Mar   Yr 5-8 Rippa Rugby Tournament at Paeroa  
     Domain approx. 8.30am-2.30pm 



PrayerÊandÊPastoralÊSupport 
We remember all who are mourning, asking for    

comfort, strength, and peace in their Ɵme of sorrow.  

We pray for those in our community who are suffering 
and struggling with finances, housing and isolaƟon. 
May we as a community be the face and hands of 

Christ for them all.  

If you, or anyone you know have any pastoral needs in 
our community, please contact;  

           ChrisƟanÊIokaÊorÊSisterÊPaula 

AltarÊServersÊforÊSundayÊMass: 

8 Mar   Haydon/Ayla/Ephrita/  Gogo 

15 Mar  Luke/Patrick/Lachlan/ 
    CharloƩe 
22 Mar    Dimple/Rillaniya/Miguel/Sia 

 

hƩps://www.facebook.com/StFrancisThames/ 

 

 

 
 

hƩps://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsoŌhamessƞrancis 
 

   SchoolDocs is the online policy and procedure        
   service for schools. To access our policies and  
   procedures: 

1.    Go to hƩps://www.schooldocs.co.nz/Home/SchoolLogin 
2.    Click on the green box “SearchÊforÊyourÊschool”Êtop right-hand corner of SchoolDocs page 
3.    Start typing StÊFrancisÊSchoolÊThamesÊand then select it from the dropdown list 
4.    Enter our community: Username: sƞrancis-thames  
    Password: mackay 

SWIMMING SCHEDULE TERM ONE  
Thursdays & Fridays 

9:10 – 9:40am | Piwakawaka 
9:40 – 10:10am | Kiwi 
10:10 – 10:40am | Kererū 
2:00 – 2:30pm | Tūī 

Please make sure tamariki bring 
their togs and towel on these 
days. If you’re able to help with swimming, please 
let your child’s teacher know, thank you! 

  Piano Lessons 
  Sharyn Clark has spaces available    

   for new students to learn piano.  

 

 

 

Please contact Sharyn on: 

0274-485089 OR sharynclark22@gmail.com  



 Thames Junior Rugby – Registrations Open Now!  
 

Thames Junior Rugby registrations are now open for the 2026 season 
and we are excited to welcome new and returning players to join the 
fun! 

If your child is keen to give rugby a go this year, now is the time to regis-
ter. Please sign up as soon as possible so teams can be finalised and 
the season draw completed. 

Fees: 
• Rippa Rugby – $50.00 
• Year 3 – Year 8 – $65.00 
• Club Socks – $15.00 

Simply scan the QR code to access the registration link and secure 
your child’s spot for the season. 

Come and be part of a fantastic club environment, make new friends, 
and enjoy rugby in our proud blue and black colours! 

  


